Th North -e

' nsadventhasbeenfarfrom en-
couraging. The dry spell has re-
sulted in the state government
declaring 110 taluks as
‘drought-hit.” Twenty-nine
more taluks will be included in

the list, taking the number up
to139. ;

According to data compiled
by the Karnataka State Natural

Dlsas €r Momtormg Centre

monsoon
y arrives in ctober, and

pared to the average 136 mm

in October. That is a deficiency
of 78%.

“According to our records, it
is the driest October in the last

50 years. We are now compil-

ing the data for the last 100
years and it looks like it could
to be driest October ever,” G S
Srinivasa Reddy, director of the
centre, told DH.
The previous most driest Oc-
tober was in 1988 which wit-
nessed a rainfall deficiency of

recorded deficiency of 65% and
58% respectively.

The only district to be blessed
with above average rainfall in

October was Bidar, which re-

ceived 15% above normal. Red-

dy pointed out that during the
South-west monsoon the state
as a whole recorded 688 mm,
as against the normal 839 mm.
The deficit comes to 18%.

BENGALURU: An unusually
sultry October has dovetailed
into a warm November, push-

mgawaytheaty’schauméf

enjoying a normal winter.
Under normal conditions,
H nperatures d]pﬁ'omNO"
vember signalling a change of
season, but no sign of winter is
in evidence this year.
Mercury levels have gone
up by four degrees Celcius
over and above the average.
On November 3 (Thurs-
day), the city recorded 32 de-
grees, arecord high for the
month in 14 years. The previ-
ous high was 31.7 degrees on
November 28, 2002.
According to the India Me-
teorological Department

“However, what has been (IMD), this October has

g August

alarmmgxsthe drastic deficien- .
d eptember number of rainy days in the

recorded the second lowest




